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C5: ADD 40 HP
STOP! C4 BRAKE UPGRADE
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colleclors have very
specilic tastes. They fend 1o Nave
fnlerest In cars IPom only one mani-
lacturer, and are usually Inelined
\oward 8 Specilic model. Il asked, they
GaN recle (Pom memery (e vehicle
codes, options, and colors (hal e car
ey are sesking wil feature. There
are (ew collectors, however, wbo are
5 focused (n their eflorts as Richard
Gobea of Goplague, Mew Yok,

by feremy fenking
photagraphy by Bill Erdman

Richard Cofen, founder of Long |stand
Corvette Supply, collects Corvettes. hore
specilically, he collects option code NO3
Corvettee—thoss which featune an oversized
365-gafion gas tankc To date, he has five of the
cars, Gne to represent each year the option
s avilabde

General Motors made the NO3 Gption
available i Corvetizs from the years 1963 to
1967 To purchase a “higtank” car, Inter-
ested parties had 1o et the seal af approval
from hugherups ol the company. For the
miost part, big-tanks were granted at the
request of Corvette racers who hdd a rels-
tiomship wath G, There wene exceptions,
but the big-tanks ame rarely found in cars
that ko not also teature the 206 or mce
patkage otions, mcuding fued Injectian,
four-speed manual transrmision, oversized
rrvectaliic brakes, and 3 dus! mastes oyfinder

Rivhard first fearmed of the big-tank cars In
the eary 'Bls when a friend of 4 friend
claimied to ke the whereabouls of a '67

Richard Cohen’s collection
mmmmm of big-tank Corvettes is
unigue in the hobby

W3 Corvetle, Research deterrmined that it
thie car was fol real, it was o of Just o
M3 cars 1o mll off of the assernbly line that
year. The possibility of owning a car that s
leitirmately one of two, and technically one-
of-a-kind considering ot options, imrgued
Richard, He made contact with the gentie-
man who had staked the clarm and an
agreement was made.

I the mmidst of witat Wmed out to be an
edtremiely long purchasing process Lo gel
the 67, Richard began picking up the other
cars for what would become his NO3 cal-
lection, The Arst car he would purchase was
fhe '66. He explains, “Whike | was rying 10
buy the ‘67, | was t@lkng to Terry Michaedis
and rmentioned my interest in the big-tank
cars. He gave me the phone number of a
gy whio said he had one, | calied him up,
werll to see the car, and ended up purchas-
ing it on the spot”

That first car i the only cne of the five
Richand owams thal ws factony-race-prepared
He tracked down the original owner, whi
furrved ol 1o be a foomer Sports Car Club of
Armerica {SCCA) race driver whio haid special-
ardered the car Tor racing, 1t was one of just
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1 3 factory-race-prepared cars bulll that year.
Interastingly, these 13 cars are believed to
have been the test mules far what would
later become the LBB englne

The 66 wears Siiver Pear paint and &
trirmmied with a black inferior, It's powered
by the original 425hp 427, and Richard
grabs gears counesy of a four-speed manual
transmibssian. The car was ordered adio-
delete, and other options: include power
branes, knock-off wheels and |56 brakes

After purchasing the "66, a few years
passed before Richard became aware of
another big-tank car. This one way i 63
206, NO3. He talked with Temy Michaslis
who was selling the car for the owner, and
found it to have a greal history, He says,
“The car actually had @ substantial amount
of docurmentation with it to prove it was all
onginal. | flew out to see it and found it to
be & super restoration. It's the anly one of
the five cars that | wouldn't have had to get
restored.”

Richard purchased the red-on-red '63
irmmechiately, The ‘car is ane of only 76 Cor-
vettes manufactured that vear with the NO3
36-galkon fuel tank; He holds complets doc-
umentation of the car's history clear batk 1o
the original dealer in Michigan, includirig
the shippes's copy of the ongingl diivery
invoice, This car was -also ordered radio-
delete with fuel injection amd a fourspeed
manual transmitssicn.

Besides the big-tank, the Convette foa-
tures another mre component—gear-drive,
two-bar knock-off wheels. These wheels
were used early In 1963 and Incorporated
a gear that attached to the car's rear axie,
Chevrobet would leam eary in the year that
another company held the patent for this
setup, and they were forced to changs to
a redesigned wheel,

After the ‘63, It was time for Richard ti
purchase the car that had started his search
for NO3 Corveltes 1o begin with,

From the tme Richard had agreed to
purchase the car from the friend of a friend
whio krewy its whereabiouts, b vears would
pass before he would actually get the oppor-
tumrity: to see il Hespys, ©| had kept in touch
with the gentlernan until one day he called
up and saic the owner was going to let him

sie the car, |went along and found that i
wais guite complete.” He continues, “Al that
tirrmes, we wiorked out a deal wivere | could
talk directly with the owner. | would call
him every now and then to see i he was
interested in selfing it, but e would always
3y no. He sald be intended to restore i
someday,

Finally, after an additional three years of
persistence, Richard got the answer he was

Ipeking for. It happened that the owner of
the rare '67 was starting up a business and
needed the capital that seling the Corvette
woild provice. At lasl, the car was pur-
chased.

This ar is actually one of the tamer Cor-
vettes in Richard’s callection, It's dressed
sharply in white paint and timmed with a
bright blue interor. Power is generated by a
327 with 350 hp, Richard enjovs air condl-
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Honing, power brakes, power steering,
povwer windows, and an AMFMW stereo as he
shilis geiars with the four-spesd manus trams-
misson. As stated, the car is ane of anly o
big-tank cars manufactured in ‘67, Richard
has documentation of the full history of the
car traced back to the ongmal dealer on
Long lsland, Mew York

The next car to join Richarct's collection
warh, ke the "67, an exceplion to the mAcers-
anly rube for ordenng a bsg-tank. It's & 64
Corvelle orginally purchased by a ranch

owvrier in Tesas, Richard says, “The onginal
ovmer lived on a large ranch, so he ordered
thie big-tank 1o avoid having to make 3 spe
chal effont to refuel.” Richard was directed 1o
the car by & friend who koew of fas interes
i NO3 Corvettes. He made contact with
the awner, and after a few months of pur-
sLing was abile to make a desl The car was
purchasec sight unsaen,

Since fts restoration, the car features black
aint and s tmimmed with red nterior. The
J00hp enging 5 backed by an automatic
tranamission, and creature comiorts include
alr conditioning, power steering, powes
brakes, pover windows, and AhFV) geren,
It i one of 38 big-tanks Bullt in "64 and one
of just two that were built with awtomatc
transmission and A/C. Again, Richard has
docurmentation to support the car's lineage
back to the original dealer in Taxas,

Finally, Richard would comiplete his col-
Iection of mg-tank Convettes with the pur-
chase of a '65. He siys, “About three years
ago, a mend wha kew of my interest in
the cars found a 396, NO3 in Ceongia, | flew
aown 1o take a look at it, and it was in great
shape. In fact, | wouldn't have had to hawe |t
restored except that it had been painted the
wrong color.”

=

The Silver-Pearl-on-black ‘65 is set in
motion by a 425hp 396 and four-speed
manual ransmission. Stopping power |5
couresy of power brakes, and tunes are
delivered via an AM/FM stereo, He has the
full history of the car back to the origipal
dealer with the ariginal dealer’s nvalce
from Tennessee, The Corvetle s one of
onby 41 hig-tank cars delivered: that year,
and one of approximately five big-tank can
10 howise & 396

Richard $avs the most difficull part of
putting together his collection was getting
the "67. He adds, "That car I really the gam
af the coflection because it & one of b
Without it, thie others wouldn't be as spedial,
It was very tough mantaining patience for
frve years wonderng if | would be able to get
that car.”

While: getting the cars together was a
great achievernent, Richard says the restora-
tion of each car was probably ehe of the
more rewarding aspects of the whaole
procass, He explaing, “1'm o the business of
rranufaciunng exclusively '63-'67 Corvelte
restoration parts, so 11 was really valushle for
mie to go through the process and leam
firsthand the needs and wants of a cus-
tomer who s doing the same thing,”

In addition o experencing the restora-
tice firsthand, Richard has espedally enjoyed
putting together the documentation and
history for each vehicle. He comments, “'ve
had the opportunity (o speak with several of
the original owners. They're usually readly
lad to hear from you, to hear what bap-
pened to their car, and they normally hine a
great story 1o tell about it."

With a car to represent each year the
aption was avalable, Richard’s collection of
Hig-tank Corvettes s one of a kind. Given
that andy one other '67 exists, It will maost
likely remain that way. He says the only
change he would make in the collection
would be o substitute another "65 for the
arie he owns o aeoid having bwo cars with
the exact same color combenation.

The cars in this rare collection have been
shonwm Individually In the past, Richard has
collected several awards including Bloom-
irggton Cold and Top Flight NCRS. August
27-29, however, will mark the only tirme that
all five of the big-lank cars will be displayed
together, as Richard's collection joens the cars
participating in the Chip's Chaice display
during Convettes at Carlishe.

A collection like Rachard's is a rare gem in
the Convette cormmunity, s unigque focus
presents a challenge to the collector that,
when avercome, results in the presenation of
an important piece of Corvette history, I §t-
ting that Richard Coben would collect Cor-
wiabtes with oversised gas tanks: It most have
taker an endless supply of determination o
fuel his desire Lo assemble these cars over a
period of more than 10 years,

Guess that makes Richard a Convette
enthisiast, NO3
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